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Panel debate
Drivers and ownership models 

‐ how to spread district heating in Europe



#SES4DH2017

‐ Why is the global level of DH only 8% globally and 
12% in Europe? Waste heat can nearly cover the 
total heat demands in the current building stock 
in Europe? 

‐ Why is the focus on heat demands (that is 
dominant) not dominant compared to electricity?

‐ What ownership models are suitable for “natural 
monopolies” and is district heating infrastructure 
different from gas and electricity infrastructures?

‐ Which of the 28 ownership paradigms being 
tested in the EU are facilitating innovation in the 
heating sector and which are not?

Panel motivation from 
Data in Heat Roadmap Europe 



Pan‐European Thermal Atlas:  www.heatroadmap.eu
Case Study: Middlesbrough, UK (350,000 People)

Heat Demand 
Suitable for DH 
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Excess Heat
35 PJ/Year



Proven Technology!
Renewable Energy vs. District Heating

Why is the market share with district heating so 
different throughout Europe and why is the level of 
renewable energy significantly different from one 

country to another? 
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